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SUBJ: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS ITS PRESIDENT 


REF: OUAGA 2381 

1. HAVING APPROVED ITS RULES AND PROCEDURES, NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY PROCEEDED TO ELECT ITS BUREAU APTERNOON JUNE 9. 
TWO CANDIDATES POR PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WERE: 
GERARD KANGO OEUDRAOGO, PORMER PRIME MINISTER, AND 
JOSEPH OUEDRAOGO, FORMER PRESIDENT OP NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
DEPUTIES MEANWHILE HAD PORMED TWO PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS, 
ONE OP 29 DEPUTIES (RDA AND PRA) SUPPORTING PRESIDENT 
LAMIZANA WHICH CALLED ITSELP THE "UNION DPS PORCES 
PROGRESSISTES VOLTAIQUES; AND ANOTHER OF 28 DEPUTIES, 
CALLED THE "FRONT UNI DE L'OPPOSITION", COMPOSED OP 
UPV, UNDD AND "PRONT DU REFUS RDA" DEPUTIES OPPOSED 
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TO PRESIDENT LAMIZANA. AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, GERARD 
KANGO OUEDRAOGO RECEIVED 29 VOTES, WHILE JOSEPH OURRAOGO 
RECEIVED 28. THE ACTING PRESIDENT DELCARED GERARD 
KANGO OUEDRAOGO ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE ASSEMBLY, BUT 
THIS WAS CONTESTED BY THE SUPPORTERS OP JOSEPH OUEDRAOGO 
WHO CLAIMED THAT 29 VOTES DID NOT REPRESENT AN ABSOLUTE 
MAJORITY OP 57DEPUTIES. ALL OPPOSITION DEPUTIES DECIDED 
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TO BOYCOTT ALL NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSIONS UNTIL SUPREME 
COURT HAS RULED ON VALIDITY OF GERARD KANGO OUEDRAOGO'S 
ELECTION. 

2. IN ABSENCE OF OPPOSITION DEPUTIES, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ELECTED ITS BUREAU MORNINGJUNE 10. NEEDLESS TO SAY ALL 
VICE PRESIDENTS ARE EITHER RDA OR PRA, THEY ARE: 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT MODOU SERE (PRA) 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: YENTENGOU THIOMBIANO (RDA) 

THIRD VICE PRESIDENT: BAMINA GEORGES NEBIE (RDA) 

FOURTH VICE PRESIDENT: CASIMIR TAPSOBA (RDA) 

3. COMMENT UPPER VOLTA'S NEARLY ESTABLISHED 
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY IS OFF TO A POOR START. WITH 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ALMOST EVENLY DIVIDED BETWEEN 
SUPPORTERS AND OPPONENTS OF PRESIDENT LAMIZANA IT 

IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THE NEW CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT WILL 
BE ABLE TO OPERATE. MEANWHILE, CANDAR ESTABLISHED BY 
CONSITUTUION CANNOT BE RESPECTED SINCE SUPREME COURT 
HAS NOT YET RULED ON RESULTS OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

IT WILL BE YET SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE PRESIDENT 

LAMIZANA CAN BE SWORN IN AND CAN APPOINT A PRIME 

MINISTER. WITH GERARD KANGO OUEDRAOGO SAFELY OUT 

OF THE WAY AS CANDIDATE FOR PRIME MINISTER, SEVERAL NAMES 

ARE BEING MENTIONED, INCLUDING FOREIGN MINISTER 

MOUSSA KARGOUGOU, FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER JOSEP CONOMBO 
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AND MINISTER OF HEALTH TUIGA DOAMBA WHO IS "PRIME MINISTER" 
OF THE MORO NABA'S SHADOW CABINET. ANOTHER NAME ALSO 
BEING MENTIONED AS A POSSIBLE CANDID AE FOR PRIME 
MINISTER IS PIERRE CLAVER DAMIBA, PRESIDENT OF THE 
WEST AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK BASED IN LOME. DAMIBA IS A 
FOREMER MINISTER OF PLAN, AND WAS ELECTED TO THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY IN 1970 AS MLN DEPUTY. MOST OBSERVERS AGREE 
THAT IN ORDER TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY, PRESIDENT 
LIMIZANA WILL HAVE TO SPLIT THE OPPOSITIION. SINCE RECON- 
CILIATION BETWEEN LAMIZANA ON ONE HAND AND FORMER 
PRESIDENT MAURICE YAMEOGO AND JOSEPH OUEDRAOGO ON THE 
OTHER DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE A POSSIBILITH, THE PRESIDENT 
MUST WIN THE SUPPORTOF THE 9 UPV DEPUTIES LED BY PRO- 
FESSOR JOSEPH KI-ZERBO, DAMIBA, BEING A FORMER MEMBER 
OF KI-ZERBO'S PARTY, MAY PROVIDE THE MECHANISM WHICH 
WHOULD BRING THE UPV ON THE SIDE OF PRESIDENT LAMIZANA. 
GRAHAM 
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